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ABSTRACT
The exceptional diving events described in the present article fall into two 
categories: 1. Clinical. 2. Equipment failure. The first case report is of a cardiac 
event in one of a group of 5 divers who descended to an average depth of 20 
meters. Fifteen minutes after the start of the dive, he began to feel chest pain. He 
ascended to the surface accompanied by his partner and swam back to the beach, 
where he was treated by a defibrillator and evacuated to a hospital by M.D.A.. 
Treatment of this kind of problem and preventive measures that should be taken to 
avoid the occurrence of such incidents are discussed. in this paper.
The two cases of diving equipment failure are both connected with the breathing 
gas cylinder. The first of these concerns a diver who began to feel unwell about 
five minutes after the start of a dive using Nitrox, at a depth of 15 meters. He carried 
out a controlled ascent together with his partner and swam to the beach, where 
he appeared to be panting and confused. He was given oxygen for an hour, with 
gradual improvement in his condition. When the quality of the gas in the cylinder 
was examined, it was found that it had been contaminated with CO. In the second 
case, a very experienced diver went diving in Eilat with his equally experienced 
partner. When they reached a depth of 42 meters, the diver felt difficulty breathing 
when he was in the vertical position, with a sensation of resistance to his increased 
breathing. The diver noticed that on transition to a horizontal position, the resistance 
decreased and breathing became easier. The two divers immediately made a slow 
ascent to the surface. On checking the gas cylinder, a considerable quantity of 
water was found blocking the air passage from the tank to the diver when it was 
in the vertical position. The reasons why the incidents occurred and the measures 
that can be taken to prevent failure of the gas containers are discussed. in this 
paper.
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